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Preface & Performance Notes 


Thank you for picking up this collection of psalms, hymns, spiritual songs, raps, chants, 
spoken word and arrangements. It is intended to encourage and build up God's people (His 
church) in street contexts, and is a musical extension of an effort to bridge the gap between 
the church & street culture. Long the outlier and caught between worlds (work the tensions!), 
I’ve been pursuing the matter for 40 years now, details of which are laid out in TGTS 2.0: The 
Gospel / The Street: What Does the Gospel of Christ Look Like in Street Contexts? (2017). 


The lion’s share of music presented here was written with either a jazz swing, stride or with 
a blues orientation, and then there’s the “other” material. Several songs were composed for 
youth camp and retreat ministries and very well-received. One song in this collection has 
been professionally recorded twice - the 15ttime as a soulful blues ballad and several years 
later as a folk-rock power ballad. While there are many fully-scored songs (voices with 
simple piano accompaniment), some scores are rendered as lead sheets (usually) with 3-part 
(SAT) vocals, replete with chord symbols and bass lines. Improvisatory jazz-oriented 
musicians (especially we who like to play by ear) should feel right at home with the way most 
of the songs are scored. Two raps (one of which is ensemble-spoken-word-capable - there’s 
an innovation for morning worship!), two non-rhyming spoken word jawns (again, one being 
ensemble-capable), and a few thought-provoking photographs complete the collection. 


Recorded instrumental sound files for each musical selection are available if you'd like to get 
a feel for tempos, rhythms, voicings, swing, etc. Email bob.hepburn@gmail.com for the links. 


1 Timothy 4:12 (youth conference song), AMAGOH Acts 13:22 (youth conference chant), 
Amazing Grace (pentatonic melody enhanced with a few chromatics, finishing with solo ad 
lib over choir vamp), Change My Heart (Psalm 17:15 - folk-like, semi-classical sequences 
with coda drive), City Psalm (Psalm 55 - urban blues lament [tough text]), Glorify the LORD 
(Gospel choral celebration), Go Tell It in the City (jazz rearrangement of the classic 
Christmas spiritual with a street-inflected coda), Grace 'n' Peace Be to You (4-part choral 
benediction), He Is Risen (Gospel celebration with bouncy stride piano / swing feel), I Was 
Wonderin' (spoken word jawn placing Jesus’ incarnation in a street context), I'm Gonna Lift 
My Voice in Praise (joyous Gospel celebration), Lord of Life (meditative worship ‘n’ praise), 
Not By Might (finger-snappin’, jazz-infused teaching song), Psalm 23: The Remix (spoken 
word jawn - ensemble-capable), A Rap for the Rapper (um ... rap/), Revelation 3:20 (song 
of invitation), Seen (devotional song), Some Day (invitational Gospel waltz), Street Scene 
Seen (simple melody, heavy words), This Is the Day (Psalm 118:24 antiphonal processional 
celebration), Trust in the LORD (choral anthem Psalm 37:4 ‘n’ 1 Peter 5:6-7), Were You 
There? (quintessential African American spiritual), Where Cross the Crowded Ways of 
Life (animated refresh of a neglected hymn with a significant missional text), Who Ya Wit’? 
(3-way street convo), Worthy Is the Lamb (worship ‘n’ praise song coming from Revelation 
5:12), You're the One (rap [yo! ensemble-capable!]), Young 'n' Mighty Lions (rhythmic call 
& response vocal chant for youth ‘n’ the young @ ¥ [think of 85-y.o. Caleb’s testimony]). 
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City Psalm 


Psalm 55 
; A Lament Words & music by Bob Hepburn 
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Glorify the Lord 

Words & music by Bob Hepburn 
Moderato 
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He Is Risen 


Galatians 2:20, | Corinthians 15:3-4, Colossians 1:27-28, John 14:6, Galatians 5:1 
Words & music by Bob Hepburn 
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Psalm 23: The Remix 


A contextualization by Bob Hepburn 


The LORD’s out in front ‘n’ He’s got my back 


He gets me to the spot where I can jus’ chill wit? Him 
He shows me how to find the free ‘n’ quiet flow 


Puttin’ me back on track when I get outta whack 
He gets me to the right spot wit’ Him 
for His rep’s sake 


Even when I’m walkin’ thru the valley of the shadow of my neighborhood 
Iain’ go’n’ fear no evil, 
‘cause You bein’ wit’ me is my Truest Protection 
You checkin’ ‘n’ leadin’ me lets me know 
You really ARE lookin’ out for me 
Iain’ go’n’ stress — wit? You ah’ma be ah-ight. 


You lay out a spread before me — 

hookin’ it all up right out in front of those out to get me 
True. Iam a marked man — marked by YOU — 

feelin’ the full flava of Your fava’ 

My soul’s wildin’ out big-time wit’ Your overflow, God! 


P’real— His goodness ‘n’ fava’ both be gettin’ wit’ me 


ew ty day of my stay here 
‘N’ yo! check it — ah’ma be all up in the house of the LORD — 
4-ever. 


“T know where you live.”— Jesus, Revelation 2:13 


Paterson, NJ (photograph by Bob Hepburn) 
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You're the One 
Heart Rhythms Noted 


Rhythms 'n' rhymes by Bob Hepburn 
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t Respect 

An urban youth ‘n’ young adults Gospel communications specialist, Hep has been involved in ministries in 
Paterson, Camden & Newark, NJ, Philadelphia, PA, Baltimore, MD, the Washington, D.C. area, Boston, MA 
and Grand Rapids, MI. He’s participated in youth and young adults camp, conference and retreat ministries 
as a counselor, speaker and musician, and worked with many a church choir and vocal ensemble, as well as 
with Philly and Jersey-based Christian rap artists. His primary ministry focus is to advocate and facilitate the 
church’s ministry to street-oriented youth & young adults (who are surprisingly receptive to the Lord — a trait 
that, by God’s grace ‘n’ mercy, he hopes to have as well), and maintains apologetics is the need of the hour. 
A graduate of Glassboro State College (now Rowan University), Northeastern Bible College and Westminster 
Theological Seminary, he’s taught at Eastern University (Philadelphia campuses), Missio Seminary (formerly 
Biblical Theological Seminary, Philadelphia), and the Center for Urban Theological Studies (Philadelphia). 
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Professional: Creative interdisciplinary cross-cultural curriculum development and presentment 
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opportunities inherent within hard-to-reach groups 


Research: Urban youth & young adult issues, postmodernity (and post-postmodernity), apologetics, 
Christocentrically exegeting cultural constructs, ktismatology (the creation), exousiology (the powers), 
soteriology (Christ’s redemptive processes im medias res), politismology (cultural phenomena), 
sociology, locating presuppositional sets within competitive truth claims, street prophetic propensities, 
inter-generationality (Builders /Boomers /Busters/Bridgers/Brave-New-Worlders), hip-hop semiotics 


Teaching: Street-oriented urban youth & young adult ministry advocacy; also, of ministry to other 
historically under-represented, socially-marginalized and hard-to-reach groups 


Applied: Creative writing / oral communicative techniques, web / internet technologies, Africana, 
photography, basketball’s game and culture, lobsters and lobstering (and their cultures), boat-building 
(built an 11’7” wooden gunter rig sloop), sailing, nature (especially the sea), Maine rustication, the tiny 
house movement, gardening, city & country biking*, kayaking, film exegesis, history, Ivesiana (the life 
and work of the 20" c. composer, Charles Edwards Ives), Scripture contextualization — especially within 
street contexts; keyboard, guitar, ukulele, cello, saxophone playing and composing. This book follows 
TGTS 2.0: The Gospel / The Street: What Does the Gospel of Christ Look Like in Street Contexts? (2017). 
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TGTS 2.0 / YUBM Ministries Website: http://hepkat-wixsite.com/tets > 


LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/bob-hepburn-hep/ 
Email: Bob. Hepburn@gmail.com 


* No better way to see, hear, interact with and get to know people in the city (or the country) than by getting out there on a bicycle. 
No parking problems. Cover distance quickly ‘n’ efficiently. Flexibility. Amd it’s great exercise! My sister Deb and I have been doing 
annual bike trips through cities on the East coast: Washington, D.C. (3x), Philadelphia, PA (2x), Portland, ME (2x), Baltimore, MD, 
Harlem, Lower Manhattan, the Upper Westside, Central Park in New York City, NY (4x), St. Michaels, MD, and hopefully others. 
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